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Sy by Arnold fomi -

(n Tuesday, January 29, Internet
e-malboxes were hrimming  with
reports of sightings of a bay window
Southern Pacific caboose making its
way toward San Luis Obispo from the
north. Where's il coming from?
Where's it guing? Wha's moving it? s
it [rom this area, and are we losing it?
Where are the San Luis Obispo
Railromd Museum (SLORRM) people
when you need them?

Phads by Rimw Wit

Concerns were dispelled, and the
rystery quickly solved, as mone infor-
mation became mvailable, The Museum
was in fact the mstigator of the move,
having been the reapient of a penerous
donation by the Templeton Chamber
of Comimerce. The caboose had most
recéntly resided in Templeton Com-
mumly Park, having heen doanated (o
the community by Southermn Pacific
Railroad in 1984, It was originally in-
lended to be comverted into an
historical museum, amd office for the
Chamber. Despite good intentions,
those plans never materialized, With
thé recent expiration of the 15-year wse
permit from the County of San Luis

Ubispo, the need to find 2 new home
for the veteran ralcar became um-
perative. Rased on what Bttle historical
evidence s currently available, the car
was apparently part of a group of 30
Clazs C40-3 eairs built m 142 and ser-
ving ongnally on the Texas and New
Orleans Rallroad. Prior to being mov-
ed tn the park, between 1981 and 1984,
the caboose saw service as a trin
order office in Santa Margarila,

Fortunately, Pete Jenny, representing
ﬂmﬂmnty Parks Department, a railfan
and G-scale model railroader himself,
rewmm{'d an ideal solution. With
cooperition and coordination between
Pete, the management of the
Templeton Chamber, and Brad
LaKose, SLORRM President, the
donation to the roesesum wars fimalized,
Mewing the hack to its new home still
had to be addressed, which was not an
msigrnificant matter. With the able and
prodessional assistance of a north coun-
Ly crane company, the tauchy chore of
lpading the waycar onto a large fat-
hed trafler was accomplished without
incident. The tnp south was hindered

leton Caboose Moved To _SLO Museum Site

by the current construction acivity on
the Cuesta Grade. Given the size of
the: caboose and the truck that would
transport it, Highway 101 hetween
Templeton and San Luis Obispo could
not be used. Consequently, the load
had to take a roundabout route mov
ing westward from Templeton to
Highwary 1, and then southerdy past
Morro Bay, evenlually reaching the
museum site in SLO shortly after 1;00

[,

Sty feet of temporary track installed
by Museum members adiacent ta the
end of High Street on museum nght-
of-way, is the interim location for the
caboose unld permanent trackage is
constructed. This location was easaly
accessible to the transporting truck,
and the crane used to off-load the
caboose and its trucks. That operation
went very smoasthly, and within an hour
of ammval the truck and crane had
departed, leaving the caboose silling
serenly near the main ine tracks on
which it had once rmolled. This is the
first piece of rolling stock to be install-
ed at the museum site, and thus
represents a sigmficant step in the
evolution of the facility,

The next order of business mchides
some detadl clean up, restoration. and
panting. It is anticipated that the
caboose will serve as ollice space for
the museum ongnization unil perma-
nent quarters become svailihle
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Information on a Northwestern
032K Light Senes Track
Motor Car
il by Northwesiern Motor Co
Enu Claire, Wisconsin

Phil Gould, 995-3020
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New Color Nametags Coming Soon
by Joe Bums
Thanks o Peme Eademaker Design,
museum members will snon ke 2 custom
designed nametag they can wear with
prade. Each nametag will lealure e
elaborate SLORRM Logo, ongmally desyn-
ed by Rademaker, in full colar, To allow all
of the small details of our logo 1o be visi-
ble, 2 new mametag shape was crafted. Thes
new design allows our droular logo 10 be
about 15% larger than logos uscally
featured withm a nametig,

The comgany maenulacturig our new of-

History of Caboose SP 439

by Steve Mott

The steel bay window caboose donated
to the museum by the Templeton
Chamber of Commerce has been wden:
tifiesd &5 the SP 439, Bult by Amencan
Car & Foundry of Chicago, [linois in
1947, it was ongmally assgned to the
Texas and New Ordeans Ralroad and
later transferred 1o the SP. The
numerals 101 appear to be spurious, as
they are neither the swe nor the style
used by milroads over the years, The
code for this model type 8 C, for
caboose, 30 for the number of tons on
the trucks, and 4 for the deslgn sivie.

Initial identification was made by obser-
ving the caboose durmg midday sun
where the sun strikes the west side of
the caboose at a very low angle. In the
upper keft hand comer the outlines of
the Southern Pacific block letter logo
and the senf style numerals 439 can be
barely seen undernesth the present
owvercoat. This has been confirmed by
a photo taken in 1981 by Karl Hovanitz
when this caboose served as a yand of-
fice at the west end of Santa Manganta,

As was the case natiomwide after WWIL,
Eszpee was faced with a steady increase

In Memorium
Clyde Davis

Retired milmoader Clyde Webster Davis,
88, a Hielong resident of San Luls
Obispo, died December 23, 2001.

Mr. Divis was bom September 1, 1913,
m San lam Ospo. He attended
achools in the San Luis Obispo Coastal
School District and later attended Cal
Foly, eaming a newspaper printing
diphoma. He set type for The Tribune
untll 1938. He also worked for Preuss
Press. He then followed in s Gther's
footsteps and became o brakeman for
the Southern Bacthc Balmad,. He was
promoted to Conductor m 1M1, e
marmed Bermoe Meva Rector four vears
Eter. Mr Danvis retined from the freight
and passenger service in 1978. He was
an avid photograpber and golier. He was

in freight car height up to 156" and it
soon became plain that trainmen
coukdn't oversee ther traoms  from
cupola cars. Height restrictions
prevented building them any higher so
the hay window was a logical result.
Southern Facific placed its first order
for this new type on October 19, 1946
with the American Car & Foundry to
produce 50 cabooses: SP #1235-1269
and TENO #500-54. Al 50 were
cranked out in a three week period m
AC&F s Chicago plant with the first
enlering serviee on May 29, 147 and
the kst on June Tth,

The TENO was mernped with the
Espee m 1961 and this car was
renumbered to fill holes in the roster.

The welded windows were plated over
as a result of vandalism, unfortunately
elminating the bright and airy characer
ummmmdrmﬁmd.kpm-
tection for the crews against rock-
throwing vamdals, heavy Hnﬂmm;g as
welhﬁl.mnpuhtarbﬂmr.e
were installed even though they were
prone (o seratchmg.
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Schedule of Meetings

We meet on the second Thursday of
each month at 7:00 pm in the Embassy
Sutteny Hoiel on Madonna Fosd, San
Lz Obizpo,
Meeting daves for 2002 are:
A l.ill:lillﬂ.I
ALy
o Moo
ks July 11th
August ¥th
September 12th
Octoberl0th

MNovember 1dith
[decemhber 12th

w

a member of several organizations, n-
cluding the Elks, where he was assis-
(it editor of the * Elk's Yl moaslet-
ter for many vears, Shrnners, Masons
and Eagles, Mr. Dmda is surdved by
b wiifie of 56 yeqms, Hermice; one nesce;
and two nephews.



SP FREIGHTHOUSE UPDATE

by Brad LaRose, President SLORRM

On Aogust 8, 2000, Mayor Allen
settle on behall of the: Ciy of San Lus
Obispo signed an agreemant between
the: city and the San Luis Obispo Ralmad
Museum for the use of city property.
specifically the former Southern Pacific

Railmad Freighthouse.

The Freaghthouse was built in 1594, the
same year that the first Southern Pacific
Railroad train arrived from the north.
Tracks at that time did not go south
past the city. It wasn't until 1901 before
“the gap”™ m the: coast bre tracks closed
near Gaviota, The closing of the gap
for trains traveling from San Francisco
to Los Angeles.

Museum Doard members have
participated in several meetings with
Peggzy Mandeville of the City Public Works
Department and Kyle Harris of RRM
Design. The purpose of these meetings
has been to determine how to maximize
the use of the Freghthouse as a museum,
of the building. Included in the
Fremghthouse will be a small lounge for
the transit bus drvers who use the
mmﬂgmhghhhmermhg

Some of the features that will be in-

for the public and the transit drivers,

an office and research bbrary, museam
gilt shop and recepbion area, an operatng
maodel railroad layout depicting the San
Lues (Mspo County arca, and a lamge
general exhibit area, Dunng the nesearch
of the buikding, RRM Design discoversd
ther mussing Freyghthouse scabe. [ has
not been seen for many yeans, However,
it was found in a hole in the founda-
tion bedow the bullding. 1t apparently
had been placed or dropped there, and
the floor eovered over for additional
storage space. This original feature of
the bulding will assist us n telling the
story of how the building was used.

The review process will continue with
discussions and approvals of the
City Cultural Herntage Commattes,

Architectural Heview Commission,

Planning Commission and the City
Couneil. It is our hope that this design
phasze will be compheted thes Sprng and
a subsequent contract for the actual
restormton work be awanded  soon
thereafter.

The museum directons are pleased with
the partnership thal has been formed
with the City of San Luis Obispo Publics
Works Department and REM Design.
The mterests and needs of each ent-
ty imvalved has been met and we are
lnoking forwand (o having a first mte

museum in the City of San Luis Obispo.
Our radroad story will hnally have a
central location whene it can be emoyed
by all. &
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Railroad Poymters of San Lins Ohispo,
has produced a rephca of a World War |
poster designed to inspire railroad
workers. The e 15 215 Apprercile
today as it was in 1916, These posters
measure 12°° % 18" and can be pur-
chased for 3600, plus tax, from Foothall
Haobbies, at 973 Foathill Blwd, SLO,

PLEASE PRINT CIFARIY
Mlameial

Addrean

Ciey

Phuee {layi

] $80, Family

San Luis Obispo Railroad Muscum
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Membership Levels:

Complete foarm and mail with vour check ta:

(] %36, Individual .
San Luis Obispo Railroad Museum (SLORRM)

Pasr Office Fox 13260, San Luis mﬁpﬁ CA D306
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Join the Fun! Bring the kids and grandkids!
Spring TrainFest

to benefit the

San Luis Obispo Railroad Museum

at the

ﬂ:tterCreek Western Lwe Steam lemad
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Saturda}*, May 5’, 2002 s 10 am - 4 pm

$o Adults, $4 Children under 13

TRAIN RIDES GALORE! §

Located in Rural Arroyo Grande
(Map will be provided upon receipt of payment.)

All proceeds 10 benefit the
San Luis Obispo Railroad Museum

Find ot more abour this wonderful project!

RSVP by April 22nd - Space is very limited!
Make checks payable to:

San Luis Obispo Railroad Museum
Mall to: PO. Box 13260

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406
Mo refunds, however, tickets are transfarable.

For more infarmation call

461-3456




